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sorrow that in the declaration of the German and Austrian
Governments no evidence was shown of a real desire for a
general peace on the unshakable basis proclaimed by the
Eussian Eevolution.

After this preliminary broadside Joffe made three
proposals :

(1)  An armistice of six months' duration.

(2)  The evacuation by German military and naval
forces of the Islands of the Moon Sound in the
Gulf of Riga.

(3)  No  German troops to be transferred from the
Eastern Front to other fronts, or even to be with-
drawn to rest quarters.

The first of these proposals Hoffmann countered with
an offer of an armistice of twenty-eight days automatically
prolonged unless a week's notice of termination was given.
The second point he dismissed with the remark that " such
terms could be addressed only to a conquered country ".
But to the third he had no difficulty in agreeing, since,
before the negotiations had begun, orders had already been
given to send the bulk of the Eastern army to the Western
Front. " Consequently I was able to concede to the Russians
that, during the Armistice that was about to be signed, the
Germans would not send away any troops from the Eastern
Front, except those that were already being moved, or that had
already received orders to go."1

On the third day of the negotiations (December 5) the
Soviet delegation declared categorically that they were
" treating for an armistice on all fronts with the view to
the conclusion of a general peace on the basis already
established by the All-Russian Congress of Soviets ". But,
replied Hoffmann, had they the authority of their Entente
Allies to make such proposals ? He was ready to negotiate
an armistice with Russia alone or with her Allies, but, as

1 Hoffmann, ii. 194 (author's italics).